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Map of flooding in Paris in 1910CE

Site Preconditions

In the beginning, Paris was a river with islands, most of 
which have disappeared. Its oxbow lake, which extended 
towards Montmartre, was very marshy due to the river’s 
frequent flooding. A dormant channel of the Seine frames 
the northern edge of the city and defines the city’s modern 
flood plane, which wraps around the Beaubourg Plateau.

The city sits at the foot of a mountain on a bed of limestone 
and other hard rock. Geologically, it is the perfect 
environment for a city of stone, which was lifted from the 
foot of the mountains to construct Paris’ public works. 

• Formation of the Beaubourg Plateau above the flood-plane of the Siene



Map of Paris in 200CE
(Map drawn in 1705)

52 B.C.E. - 253 C.E.

The exact location of the Gallic settlement of Lutetia, 
the ancestor of Paris, is lost. Most theories place 
the settlement on the Île de la Cité, where the Seine’s 
narrowness provided easy crossing. 

The Ile de la Cite is situated at a strategic axis of 
North/South movement through Europe and East/West 
movement along the Siene.

Lutetia was conquered by the Romans in 52 BC. It 
became a wealthy Roman town due to its river trade and 
took the name Paris after the Celtic tribe of Parisii. The 
settlement was only considered a city after constructing 
its first walls. 

At this time, the Beaubourg Plateau was a crossroads to 
nearby towns, including the mountainside of Montmartre, 
which housed the Temple of Mercury and Temple of 
Mars.

• Gallic Settlement of the Île de la Cité (300 B.C.E) and the first Gallo-Roman 
enclosure (350 C.E)

• Beaubourg Plateau situated at the periphery, on a crossroads to Montmartre
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500
• Formation of a Merovingian cemetery outside of the city walls (500), later 

known as the Cimetière des Saints-Innocents

In antiquity, the town spread to both banks of the Seine 
but favored the left bank, the site of the Roman baths, the 
forum, and the amphitheater.

In 500 , the city’s first major cemetery emerged outside 
of the Gallo-Roman walls. The Merovingian cemetery 
remained the city’s largest through the 18th century.



900
• Construction of the first Medieval wall (900) and the expansion of the city 

beyond its enclosure

• Formation of Le Pilori, a public site of capital punishment (900) 

southern edge of Les Halles inscribed by firs
t Medieval wall

In the Middle Ages, especially from the 11th century 
onwards, Paris expanded away from the river towards 
the slopes of Montmartre and along its Roman roads. As 
the city outgrew its Gallo-Roman walls, it constructed a 
new enclosure, the first medieval wall, to the North of the 
Seine. Every subsequent city wall marks the city’s radial 
expansion to the surrounding mountains.

The future Halles were constructed around a public 
space of capital punishment outside of the medieval 
walls.

Les Pilori on the Beaubourg Plateau

Les Pilori on the Beaubourg Plateau



1137
• Growth of the Cimetière des Saints-Innocents (1130) and the construction 

of a parish church

• Foundation of Marche des Champeaux, future central market of Les Halles. 
(1137); the creation of the market established the quarter’s role as a 
commercial hub

of a parish church

• Foundation of Marche des Champeaux, future central market of Les Halles.
(1137); the creation of the market established the quarter’s role as a 
commercial hub

synergy of market and cemetery

Paris maintained its position and became the seat of 
power for the kingdom of France.

The catalyst for Les Halles’ first informal markets was their 
proximity to the medieval Pilori. The Beuabourg Plateau—
specifically Les Halles—was designated an official space 
of exchange by royal decree. The market grew informally 
along the road to Montmartre, Senlis, and Denis.



1213

Map of Paris in 1200CE
(Map drawn in 1705)

• Due to its lucrative proximity to the markets, the Cimetière des Saints-
Innocents expands and constructs a cloister (1200) 

• Construction of Philippe Auguste’s enclosure (1213) as the city expands

• Construction of a parish church on the site of St. Eustache (1213)

• Fortification of Philippe Auguste’s wall with the construction of the Hôtel 
Nefle (1230)

northern edge of Les Halles inscribed by Philippe Auguste’s wall

Philippe Auguste was the first sovereign whose policies 
had a lasting influence on the city. His main work was 
a fortified wall enclosing the city, which commenced in 
1190. From 1200, he began to build a castle on the site of 
the Louvre, to the west of the city. The wall was completed 
in 1211. Auguste then completed various public utility 
works such as paving roads and the creation of a public 
space at Les Halles.

Due to its lucrative relationship with the nearby Marche 
des Champeaux (the future market of Let Halles), the 
cemetery constructed a cloister and several auxiliary  
structures. From the 13th century,  the cemetery fulfilled 
a function as a mass grave for the victims of Paris’ many 
wars and epidemics.



1400

Map of Paris in 1400CE
(Map drawn in 1705)

• Destruction of the first Medieval wall; creation of an avenue (1250)

• Expansion of the city beyond Philippe Auguste’s fortification (1400)

The construction of a new wall on the right bank was 
undertaken in 1357 by Étienne Marcel, provost of the 
merchants. Completed in 1382 by Charles V, the wall 
enclosed parts of the north-western suburbs. The first 
Medieval wall was then demolished and replaced 
by a boulevard. On the left bank, Philippe Auguste’s 
fortifications were modernized and rearmed. Six new 
fortifications were constructed, the most important which 
was the Bastille, the construction of which began in 1370 
and concluded in 1383.



1532

Map of Paris in 1550CE

• Destruction of the Hôtel Nefle and construction of Hôtel Orleans (1497)

• Construction begins on L’Eglise Saint-Eustache (1532)

• Reformation of Les Halles as an economic center (1550)

• Construction of L’Eglise Saint Merri (1550)

In the 15th century, the monarchy abandoned Paris and 
moved to the Val-de-Loire. Royalty returned to the city 
during the reign of François I, who moved his residence 
to Paris in 1528. This upturn in interest was accompanied 
by several important architectural projects. The Medieval 
keep of the Louvre was destroyed and replaced by the 
Palais du Louvre. Additionally, in 1564, construction 
began on the Palais des Tuileries, at the request of 
Catherine de Médicis.



1600

Map of Paris in 1609CE

• Destruction of Philippe Auguste’s wall; creation of an avenue (1533)

• Destruction of the Hôtel Orleans and construction of Hôtel Reine (1572)

At the start of the 17th century, Henri IV began to embellish 
Paris. Taking his inspiration from Italy, he constructed 
Italianate squares such as Place des Vosges and Place 
Dauhphine. He enlarged the Louvre, linking it with the 
Palais des Tuileries by means of the Grande Galerie, 
running parallel to the Seine. 

At Les Halles, the construction of L’Eglise Saint-Eustache 
began.

Cimetière des Saints-Innocents in 1550CE



1700
• Edict prohibiting corbelling and roofs perpendicular to streets (1607)

• L’Eglise Saint-Eustache complete (1637)

• Destruction of Hôtel Reine and construction of Hôtel Soissons (1650)

Louis XIV, suspicious of Paris and its inhabitants, favoured 
Versailles and the chateau that he had constructed in 
1661. From that point, he kept his capital city at arm's 
length, investing in the periphery rather than the center. 
In 1670, the city began to demolish its protective 
fortifications to construct boulevards. 

Map of Paris in 1615CE



Map of Paris in 1672CE

1748
• The destruction of the Hôtel de Soissons to make way for a new economic 

center, the Bourse Commercial (1748)

• The Cimetière des Saints-Innocents reaches its capacity (1750)

Throughout the 18th century, Paris continued to extend  
its boundaries despite the desire to control urban growth 
by banning construction in 1724. Decrees of 1783 and 
1784 also attempted to regulate growth by defining 
a minimum width for new streets and establishing the 
first regulations on obstructing views from adjacent 
buildings.

Cimetière des Saints-Innocents in 1750



Map of Paris in 1774CE

1780

Map of Paris in 1742CE

• Construction begins on the Bourse Commercial (1765)

• The Cimetière des Saints-Innocents closes (1780)

Paris became the subject of research. Doctors, 
engineers, and architects turned their attention to Paris. 
They applied rational thought to the urban landscape. 
For example, in 1742 Philippe Bauche produced designs 
representing longitudinal cross-sections of streets in 
order to discover the best direction for runoff rainwater 
and sewers. Between 1785 and 1791, Edme Verniquet 
drew up the first geometrically exact map of the city.



Map of Paris in 1780CE

1786
• The Bourse Commercial is completed (1783)

• Transfer of bones from the Cimetière des Saints-Innocents to the former 
quarries of Montsouris, now known as the Catacombs (1786)

City improvements became more widespread and 
ambitious and architects tries to coordinate the various 
improvement plans launched by the king or the City of 
Paris. The Beaubourg Plateau became considered an 
area of needed improvement and plans were made to 
exhume the Cimetière des Saints-Innocents and remove 
the informal markets.

The bones from the Cimetière des Saints-Innocents 
in the Catacombs



1818
• Le Pilori is destroyed (1800)

• The Cimetière des Saints-Innocents is destroyed and replaced by the Marché 
des Prouvaires (1818)

Due to conquest and alliances, Paris became the capital 
of Europe. Napoleon I wanted to glorify his capital city 
and dreamed of transforming the city to make it worthy 
of its new status.

Napoleon I launched a second policy of embellishment 
and planned several boulevards that tore through the 
existing urban fabric. Additionally, he implemented a 
hygiene policy, banned burials and slaughtering animals 
within the city, and regulated the supply of drinking water.

Map of Paris in 1832CE



1837
• First construction of a formal, iron structure at Les Halles (1837)

After the restoration of the monarchy in 1815, Paris 
increased its political and economic influence over 
France. Under Adolphe Thiers, the city constructed 
a continuous barrier to protect the city, which was 
completed in 1840. While the destruction of the former 
walls had opened the capital to its surrounding territory,  
Thiers’ wall separated Paris from its future suburbs, 
resulting in rapid urban development.

The informal markets of Les Halles



1848
• The informal markets of Les Halles reach their peak (1848)

At his ascension to power in 1848, Napoleon clearly 
stated his ambition to modernize Paris by constructing 
roads and railway stations as new gateways to the city. 
He named Georges-Eugène Haussmann as prefect of 
the Département de la Seine in 1854, who executed 
Napoleon's policies. Haussmann planned a network of 
boulevards through the city: including the Rue de Rivoli 
and the boulevards Saint-Michel and Sébastopol.

Under Haussmann, Paris constructed several 
monuments and public utilities such as the Opéra and 
the abattoirs at La Villette. Haussmann was dismissed at 
the beginning of 1870.

The informal markets of Les Halles

The grain market on the site of the Cimetière des 
Saints-Innocents



Map of Paris in 1834CE

1857
• Victor Baltard presents and begins construction on Les Halles; the site is 

cleared (1854)

• The city’s first sewer project is completed (1856)

• The Marché des Prouvaires is raised and replaced by a piazza and the 
Fountain des Innocents (1856)

• Four of Baltard’s pavilions are finished, by the will of Napoleon III (1857)

Baltard’s pavilions

Inside Baltard’s pavilions



1858

Geological survey of Paris in 1858

• Two more of Baltard’s pavilions are finished (1858)

The contemporary site of the Cimetière des Saints-
Innocents



Map of Paris in 1854CE

1860
• One more of Baltard’s pavilions is finished (1860)

One of Paris’ primary sewers



1869

Map of Paris in 1872CE

Map of Paris in 1873CE

• One more of Baltard’s pavilions is finished (1869)

After the French defeat at Sedan in 1870, Paris was 
besieged and bombarded by Prussian troops. The 
conflict was followed by the Commune de Paris riots. 
A large number of buildings and monuments, such as 
the Château des Tuileries and the Hôtel de Ville, were 
destroyed.



1874

Map of Paris in 1883-87CE

Map of Paris in 1889CE

• Two more of Baltard’s pavilions are finished (1874)

• Paris’ second sewer project is completed (1878)

After the restoration of the Republic in 1870 and peace 
in 1871, the signs of Paris' destruction were promptly 
erased. The projects that the city launched under 
Haussmann began again. Several of Haussmann’s 
boulevards were completed and an architectural model 
of the “Haussmannian apartment” block emerged. 
Additionally, the city adopted a policy of providing each 
arrondissement with schools, squares, town halls, and 
churches.



1900
• Inauguration of the Paris Metro; construction of Line 1 (1900)

Throughout the 18th and 19th centuries, several 
regulations imposed a strict framework on construction 
in the city. The constraints imposed stylistic homogeneity 
on the city: the width of roads, the surface of courtyards, 
the height of buildings, the shape of roofs and skylights, 
and the dimension of projections were all subject to 
regulation from which only a few monuments were 
exempt.



1923

Map of flooding in Paris in 1910CE

• Construction of Metro Line 4 (1908)

• Construction of Metro Line 7 (1910)

• Demolition of the worst “insanitary” area in Paris on the Beaubourg Plateau 
(1923); the area becomes a parking lot

At the start of the 20th century, housing and 
accommodation were recognized as crucial urban 
problems. Since 1850, only a few hundred social housing 
units were built. In 1904, health surveys revealed that 
12,000 people a year died in Paris from tuberculosis, 
referred to as the "housing sickness." The areas where 
the death rate was highest were listed as “insanitary” 
(the Beaubourg Plateau was considered one of the city’s 
most “insanitay” areas). 



(1925)
• Le Corbusier presents his Voisin Plan for Paris

In 1925, Le Corbusier proposed his Voisin Plan, a radical 
urban vision for the Beaubourg Plateau. Though the plan 
was rejected as disharmonious, it acknowledged Les 
Halles as an insanitary area and urban blight that needed 
renovation. The plan also demonstrated Parisian’s dream 
to clear the area and start anew.



1935

Map of Paris in 1910CE

• Construction begins on the last two of Baltard’s pavilions (1935)

• Construction of Metro Line 11 (1935)

Aerial of Les Halles



1970

Les Halles represented as an island in Debord’s 
Psychogeographic Map of Paris in 1957CE

By 1970, the Beaubourg Plateau was radically altered 
by the clearing of Place Beaubourg (the future site of the 
Pompidou Center) and the transfer of the markets, which 
had been  at Les Halles since the Middle Ages, to Rungis. 
However, the imminent destruction of Baltard’s Pavilions 
stirred up such opposition that it marked the beginning 
of movement recognizing the cultural heritage of 19th 
century architecture

The city launched an architectural competition in 1970 
to create the Pompidou Center, an international center 
of contemporary art and culture, at the terminus of the 
Beaubourg Plateau. 

• Baltard’s pavilions are completed (1970)

Aerial of Les Halles



1971

In 1971, Baltard’s Pavilions were destroyed to make 
way for the a new public transit center and underground 
shopping mall. The RER, a public transport network, which 
initially radiated from the center, was expanded in order to 
link the suburban towns, finally resolving the notion of the 
inner and outer city.

• Pompidou Center is completed (1971)

• Destruction of Baltard’s Pavilions to make way for a new urban center (1971)

Destruction of Baltard’s pavilions



1972
• The entire site of Les Halles is excavated for the construction of an RER 

center and an underground shopping mall by Claude Vasconi and George 
Pencreac’h (1972)

The excavation of Les Halles



1977

Map of Paris in 1995CE

• Inauguration of the Centre Pompidou (1977)

• Opening of the central section of RER A, Auber-Nation, and extension to 
Marne-la-Vallée. RER B reaches Châtelet-les-Halles (1977)



1986
• Completion and inauguration of Forum des Halles (1979)

• Inauguration of the public park above the Forum, Eustache-Bourse (1985) 



Today...

Map of Paris in 2010CE

Today, 2,000,000 people live in Paris and 26 million 
tourists a year come to Paris, making it one of the 
most visited cities in the world. The majority of those 
commuters and tourists pass through the RER and metro 
stations at Les Halles and ascend to the surface of the 
city through its underground shopping mall. Above the 
metro center, the city has constructed a public park and 
“Forum Les Halles”. 

The gardens and shopping area were never popular with 
the Parisians, and most tourist books caution travelers 
away the area. An international design competitions was 
held in 2004 and 2007, and French architects Patrick 
Berger and Jaques Anziutti were chosen to redesign the 
area. They propose a new shopping area covered by a 
glass canopy adjacent to a new garden area. The project 
promises a new layer on the site an a reinterpretation 
of public space in Paris. However, its slated date of 
ground-breaking, 2010, is long overdue.

• Construction of Metro Line 14 (1998)

• A second international design competition was held to redesign Forum Les 
Halles. French architects Patrick Berger and Jaques Anziutti were chosen to 
redesign the area. (2007)


